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February 19, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that this week’s frigid weather delayed much of 

the finish work on the new modular on Spruce Street; however, as the weather warms, work 

will continue.  Our community is excited to see this home finished and continue the trend of 

new homes in Dowagiac. 

 

The police department welcomes a new Patrol Officer starting next week and an ad will be 

placed to fill the remaining DPS Maintenance position.  Any interested individual may apply 

by emailing Natalie at NDean@dowagiac.org or through using the application on the City’s 

website. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports on activities across the city.  

Snow events over the weekend and into the start of the week has kept us busy.  Monitoring the 

progress of the event, crews were scheduled in early to clear the downtown, state and major 

veins for morning traffic.  With so much falling in a short period, a lot of time was later spent 

to clear hydrants, relocate piles and widen streets.  The weather, including the coldest night in 

two years, also contributed to a call-out to shut water for a home owner with a burst-pipe, as 

well as several calls during which customers were assisted with alleviating partially frozen 

lines.  We also worked with home owners who reported drainage issues on Keene St., 

ultimately televising and running the cutter to free the main of roots. 

 

With the assistance of Mitch (who was on vacation,) Haas, and Priority Computer Services, we 

contended with phone, internet, and camera issues last Friday, much of which was caused by a 

faulty Ethernet switch.  Haas also assisted with a voice-mail issue.  Then, a power surge 

knocking-out a couple of back-up power supplies led to more of the same on Thursday.  The 

power surge, caused by AEP lines crossing along Rudy Rd, and back-feeding to the Colby sub-

station, resulted in a pretty extensive outage across the area.  As a result, city crews ran 

generators at the necessary city lift-stations, as well as at Indian Lake.  While the Nubour 

Booster was on automatic back-up generator power, concerned people reported smoke coming 



from the generator.  Upon investigation, we found that the generator was losing oil both 

externally and internally.  We refilled the generator with oil, and ran it until power was 

restored to the city, already following-up with plans for repair.  While addressing this issue, 

AEP also found a bad insulator on the city-side.  Fortunately, they were able to switch the city 

load to another circuit while repairing, avoiding a city-wide outage.   

 

Most of the work on the plow-truck that broke-down last week was covered under warranty, 

also addressing a sensor issue while it was in for service.  A PO was issued for Corrpro to 

service our water tank cathode protection.  Work on the CMAQ path continued, with 

Wightman submitting initial and revised proposals.  Work on the city Reliability Study and 

General Plan continues.  Unfortunately, the candidate we were pursuing for the Maintenance 

Worker position declined, leading us to again advertise for the position. 

 

Open for Business – The Utility Payment Kiosk opened for business this week.  Payments can 

be made on any city utility, in any amount, with any form of payment, any hour the Dowagiac 

Family Fare Grocery Store open.  The kiosk is located right at the front entrance, inside the 

building. 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


